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SUBJECT: Approval to waive the Maintenance and Guarantee Bond requirement for the
Country Cousin Mobile Home Park water main extension on Haggerty Road south of 12
Mile Road.
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BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

The owner of the Country Cousin Mobile Home Park, Mr. Russell Button, along with the law
offices of Couzens, Lansky, Fealk, Ellis, Roeder & Lazar, P.c., has requested that the City
waive the two-year Maintenance and Guarantee Bond requirement for the project
because of the length of time that has elapsed since the installation of the utilities (see
attached October 6, 2009 letter). The water main was installed, tested and approved for
operation in 2008.

The City requires a maintenance and guarantee bond for all newly installed water main
and sanitary sewer facilities that will ultimately be dedicated as public for a two-year
term. The bond ensures that for a period following formal acceptance, the improvements
are in good working order by repairing any defect, whether due to improper or defective
materials, equipment, labor, workmanship, or otherwise without expense to the City. The
property owner has worked with Engineering staff and the City Attorney since 2008 and
has provided acceptance documentation that meets the City's requirements.

Staff recommends a waiver of the two-year maintenance and guarantee bond for the
water system facilities, as requested by Country Cousin, because the facilities have been
in service for three years (longer than the guarantee period of two years) and in that time
the City has not experienced any problems with the facilities.

RECOMMENDED ACTION: Approval to waive the Maintenance and Guarantee Bond
requirement for the Country Cousin Mobile Home Park water main extension on Haggerty
Road south of 12 Mile Road.
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COUNSELORS AT LAW

May 4, 2011

Rqb Hayes, Public Services Director
CITYOFNOVI
451175 West Ten Mile Road
N6vi,~cbigan 48375-3024

Re: Country Cousins,Water Main
Our File No. 660049.NOVl

Dyar Mr. Hayes:

We have received and reviewed the following documents for acceptance
ofthe water main constructed to service the Country Cousins' Property:

& Water System Easement
(It Bill of Sale
" Title Commitment
.. Maintenance Bond Waiver Request

Country Cousin Inc. (fka Country Cousin Mobile Village, Inc.), seeks to
convey the water main constructed to serve the Country Cousin Mobile Home
Park. Our office has reviewed and approves the format and language of the Water
System Easement and corresponding Bill of Sale. The City's Engineering
Division. has reviewed and approved the. leg~description. As stich, we
recommend acceptance of the Easement and the corresponding Bill ofSale.

The water main was installed, tested, and approved for and has been in
operation for over two years and has been functioning properly since that time.

Generally, the terms of a maintenance and guarantee bond require the
developer to repair or replace defective water mains andlor sanitary sewer lines
for two years from the time offormal acceptance ofthe facilities by the City.

Section 1-12 of the Ordinance Code permits the City Cotmcil to grant a
variance from provisions of the City of Novi Code, including Section 26.5-10
regarding maintenance and defect guarantees for :site improvements, as wen as 1he
previous maintenance and guarantee bond requirements in effect prior to the
adoption ofChapter 26.5, when the property owner shows all of the following:



Rob Hayes, Public Services Director
May 4, 2011
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(1) A literal application of the substantive requirement would result in
exceptional, practical difficulty to the applicant;

(2) The alternative proposed by the applicant will be adequate for the
intended use and shall not substantially deviate from the
performance that would be obtained by strict enforcement of the
standards; and

(3) The granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public
health, safety or welfare, nor injurious to adjoining or neighboring
property, nor contrary to the overall purpose and goals of the
chapter or article containing the regulation in question.

The property owner seeks this variance on the basis that the water main
has been in place and operating properly for over three years while the intended
warranty period under the ordinance is two years. .

Subject to approval ofllie bond waiver, the Water System Easement may
be accepted by Affidavit of the City Engineer. Once accepted, the Water System
Easement should be recorded with the Oaldand County Register of Deeds. The
Bill of Sale and title work should remain in the City's file. The property owner's
attorney has requested a copy of the recorded Water System Easement be
provided to him upon recording with the County.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns in regard to
this matter.
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October 6,2009
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Mr. Brian Coburn
Senior Civil Engineer
City of Novi
Public Services - DPW Garage
26300 Delwal Dr.
Novl, MI 48375

Re: Water System Easement for Property with Tax 10 No. 22-13-200-028

Dear Mr. Coburn:

Please be advised that our office represents Country Cousin, Inc. Please consider this a
formal request that you waive any maintenance bond related to the Water System Easement that is
being prOVided by Country Cousin, Inc. to the City of Novi.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Very truly yours,

COUZENS, LANSKY, FEALK, ELLIS,
ROEDER & LAZAR, P.C.

~~.ll\4-
Christopher M. Williams

CMWJkdr
Enclosure
cc: Mr. A. Russell Button j

Elizabeth M. Kudla, Esq.
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