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REGULAR MEETI NG - ZONI NG BOARD OF APPEALS
CITY OF NOvI
TUESDAY, OCTCOBER 8, 2024
Counci | Chanbers/Novi C vic Center
41725 Novi Road
Novi, M chi gan
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M ke Longo, Secretary
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Li nda Krieger, Menber
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ALSO PRESENT:
Eli zabeth Saarela, Gty Attorney
Al an Hall, Deputy Conmunity Devel opnent
Di rector
Sarah Fl etcher, Recording Secretary
REPORTED BY:
Mel i nda R Wmack

Certified Shorthand Reporter
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CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Call to the
order. Good evening. Today is Cctober 8 at 7
p. m Wel cone to the Novi City Zoni ng Board of
Appeal s. Please stand up for the Pl edge of
Al | egi ance followed by dift Mntague.

(Pl edge of All egiance recited)

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you so
much. Pl ease be seated. Roll call, please.

M5. FLETCHER: Chair per son Peddi boyi na?

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Yes, nm'am

M5. FLETCHER  Menber Sanghvi ?

MEMBER SANGHVI @ Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Thonpson?
Absent. Unexcused. Menber Montague?

MEMBER MONTAGUE: Here.

M5. FLETCHER  Menber Longo?

MEMBER LONGO. Here.

M5. FLETCHER  Menber Krieger?

MEMBER KRI EGER:  Here.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber McLeod?

MEMBER McLEQD: Here.

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Okay. Thank
you. And public hearing and format and rul es of

conduct and you have today we have two cases. And
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al so approval of m nutes Septenber 2024. Can
sonebody make a notion, please? Any changes or
any nodifications on Septenber 2024 neeting
m nutes? |If not, sonebody can make a notion for
approval .

M5. KRIEGER: | nove to accept the
m nut es of Septenber 2024.

MR LONGO  Second.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Ckay. Thank
you so nuch. Any nays or say all in favor aye.

THE BOARD: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you.
Ckay. And approval of the agenda, today, Cctober

8, any changes, any nodifications, please is the

ti me where we can change? Gkay. Looks |ike none.

Somebody can make a notion for approval of the
agenda.

MEMBER KRI EGER: | nove to approve the
agenda for tonight.

MEMBER LONGO | Second.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Any nhays?
Say all in favor aye.

THE BOARD:. Aye.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you.

Public remarks. This is the tinme to make public
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remarks. Anybody wants to say any public remarks?
Public hearings? ay. Looks |like none. And we
have anybody wants to speak in the audience, you
have three mnutes tine limt, please cone to the
podium And al so once we call the case, please
cone to the podium Tell your first and | ast nane
clearly for the secretary. And if you' re an
attorney, you don't need to give an oath. |If
you're not an attorney you need to give an oath
for our secretary. Thank you. And today we have
two cases. The first case PZ24-0050 (Conmunity
Financial Credit Union) north of Grand River
Avenue, west of Novi Road, Parce
50- 22- 15-476-061. The applicant is requesting a
variance fromthe Gty of Novi Zoning O dinance
Section 5.2.12.D to reduce the nunber of parking
stalls for this business to 17 (20 required,
variance of 3). This property is zoned Town
Center (TC). |Is the applicant present, please?
Can you cone to the podiumand tell your first and
| ast nanme clearly.

MR G RBACH. M nanme is Bryce G rbach
speaki ng on behalf of the Nowak & Fraus Engi neers.
| s the projector on?

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: Yeah. Pl ease
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go ahead and put anything you want on it.

MEMBER LONGO: Bryce, will you spel
your nane, please?

MR. G RBACH. Yes. First nane
B-R-Y-CE, last nane Grbach, GI-RB-A-CH

MR. LONGO Bryce, are you an attorney?

MR. G RBACH  No.

MEMBER LONGO. Do you pronise to tel
the truth in this case?

MR. G RBACH. | do.

MEMBER LONGO  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you so
much. And pl ease go ahead and present your case
where we can hel p you toni ght on the Zoni ng Board.

MR G RBACH So we are looking at a --

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Can you tal k
| ouder, please, so that we can hear?

MR. 3 RBACH. Apologies. W are
| ooki ng at a proposed Conmmunity Financial Credit
Union here in City of Novi. It has the existing
conditions of a front yard setback al ong both the
west and south sides of the property at Crescent
Boul evard and Grand Ri ver Avenue. It also has a
fl oodpl ain setback al ong the east and north sides

due to the existing Rouge R ver going through the
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property. The variance tonight we are seeking is
to reduce the parking count by three. Due to
studi es conducted by Community Financial Credit
Union, a majority of custoners comng to this site
are going to opt for the ITMs, which are very
efficient, and allow for quick transit custoners
to deal with their banking.

In addition, we have proposed a reduced
footprint building at 3,000 square feet, which
allowed us to optimze our parking as nmuch as we
could given the nature of the site. And Comrunity
Financial Credit Union has inforned us that
studi es they' ve conducted on simlar sites have
shown that filling up this nmany parking stalls
with a building this size is extrenely unlikely,
and that, as | stated previously, npbst custoners
will use the | TMs anyway. |If you have any
questions, I'lIl be here to answer.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Ckay. Thank
you. Okay. Fromthe city?

MR. HALL: Thank you, M. Chairnman.

Yes. He's seeking a variance to reduce his
par ki ng count by three, and there is wetl ands
near by and he's surrounded by road, so this is a

tight site.
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CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank vyou,
Alan. | appreciate it. And the secretary, any
correspondence?

MEMBER LONGO Yes. So we nmil ed out
28 letters. None were returned. There were no
obj ections and no approval s.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Okay. Before
proceedi ng, any audi ence would |ike to speak on
this case? GCkay. Looks like none. |It's opento
t he board. Ckay, Dr. Sanghvi .

MEMBER SANGHVI: Thank you. | cane and
visited your site and drove around. And on the
ring side, | think the Salvation Arny is going to
set up sonething there. And | drove around, went
i nsi de and behind and all over the place. |
under stand your need for a variance because, as
far as |'mconcerned, there are too many cenent
concrete all over the city here, and I don't think
we need so many parking spots. Maybe you m ght
need once in twelve nonths sonetinmes. So | have
no problemin recommending that. Yes, we should
grant your request. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you,

Dr. Sanghvi. Any other board nenbers? Linda,

pl ease go ahead, Menber Li nda.
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M5. KRIEGER | have a question. WII
you have any sitting benches on the site since
it's a wal kable Novi area to sit outside like if
sonebody was wal king on Grand River or on the ring
road?

MR. LAPP. H . M nane is David Lapp.
|"mthe Senior Project Manager with Level5. W're
t he design builder for Community Financial. The
guesti on was, do we have any seating on the site?

MEMBER LONGO  Excuse ne, Sir. WII
you spell your nane, please?

MR LAPP: David Lapp, L-A-P-P. Two Ps
like in Paul.

MEMBER LONGO Are you an attorney?

MR. LAPP: No, sir.

MEMBER LONGO. Do you promise to tel
the truth in this case?

MR. LAPP:. | do.

MEMBER LONGO. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Yeah. Pl ease
go ahead.

MR. LAPP: The question was about
benches on the site?

M5. KRIEGER:  Yes.

MR. LAPP. Ckay. Yes. W do have
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outdoor seating on the site. |If you | ook, maybe |
can show you here. This area right here, there's
like a little outdoor seating area with a couple
benches and | think a table and few chairs there,
and it's accessible by sidewal ks. As you notice,
that is right in front of this parking spot up
here along Grand River, so as the nenbership cones
in, they can go to the right there and use that if
they'd |like to.

M5. KRIEGER  Appreciate it. Thank you
very much

MR. LAPP: Sure.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Okay. M.
Lapp, thank you. Any other board nenber woul d
like to speak on this? GCkay. M. dift Montague.

MR. MONTAGUE: You have a proposed bike
rack area?

MR. LAPP. Yes.

MEMBER MONTAGUE: It's a pretty large
bi ke rack. You got any idea of the quantity?

MR. LAPP: | believe for this site we
are required to have four spaces for bicycle
par ki ng, which would in turn lead to two hoops, if
| renmenber correctly. | can verify that if you'd

like. W are required to have two bicycle parking
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spaces, which would equate to one hoop, which is
proposed on the site. So ny apol ogi es.

MR. MONTAGUE: Ckay. No probl em
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you,
Menber Montague. Any other board nenber, please?
Ckay. We don't have an issue on that item okay?
It's tinme for the notion. Linda, can you nmake a
noti on, please?

M5. KRIEGER | nove that we grant the
vari ance in case nunber PZ24-0050 for Community
Financial Credit Union for their request for
decreased parking area to 17, 20 required so a
variance of three. The Petitioner has shown
practical difficulty. They have a very tight | ot
that they have to conply with a river area on one
side and driving on the other. Wthout the
variance the Petitioner will be unreasonably be
prevented or limted with respect to the use of
the property because they anticipate nostly I TM
use verse a 3,000 square foot building to nake the
site doable. Their presentation in this case
makes it very friendly toward Novi and inviting
toward others. The property is unique because of

t he topography and its location. The Petitioner
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did not create the condition because of its

al ready existing area. The relief granted wll
not unreasonably interfere with adjacent or
surroundi ng properties because it wll actually
hel p draw custonmers and pedestrians to the area.
The relief is consistent with the spirit and
intent of the ordinance because it’'s a m ni mal
request and friendly toward the environnent.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you,

Li nda.

MEMBER SANGHVI :  Second.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you.
Roll call, please.

M5. FLETCHER: Chair person Peddi boyi na?
CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Yes, na'am
M5. FLETCHER  Menmber Sanghvi ?
VMEMBER SANGHVI :  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Menber Mont ague?
MEMBER MONTAGUE:  Yes.

FLETCHER. Menber Longo?

LONGO  Yes.

FLETCHER. Menber Krieger?

KRI EGER:  Yes.

FLETCHER  Menber MLeod?

20 D D D P

Mc LEQOD: Yes.
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M5. FLETCHER: Thank you. Motion
carri es.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:
Congratul ati ons. Good | uck.

MR. G RBACH  Thank you, very nuch.

MR. LONGO. Wl cone to Novi.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: Pl ease.
Second case and final one. PZ24-0051 (Ctizens
Bank) 41400 Ten M| e Road, on the northwest corner
of Ten M| e and Meadowbr ook Road, Parcel
50- 22-23-426-009. The applicant is requesting a
variance fromthe Gty of Novi Sign O dinance
Section 28-5(a) to allow a ground sign at 15 ft.
in height (6 ft. allowed, variance of 9 ft.);
Section 28-5(b)(2)a. to allow a 50.16 sq. ft.
ground sign (43 sq. ft. allowed, variance of 7.16
sq. ft.). This property is zoned General Business
(B-3). |Is the applicant present, please? Can you
cone to the podiumand tell your first and | ast
nane clearly.

MR. DETERS: Good evening. M nane is
Paul Deters, DDE-T-E-R-S. | amwth Metro Signs &
Li ghti ng.

MR. LONGO. Paul, are you an attorney?

MR. DETERS: No, |' m not.
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MR. LONGO. Do you promise to tell the
truth in this case?

MR. DETERS: | do.

MEMBER LONGO:  Thank you

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Go ahead,
Paul , where we can help you on this case, please.

MR. DETERS: Thank you for your
consideration this evening. As |I'm sure many of
you may know from seeing a nunber of the
facilities around town, Citizens Bank is going
t hrough a re-inmagi ng program has changed their
| ogo and col or schene just slightly. And they had
previously up until, I don't know, maybe six or
ei ght nonths ago or so had a pole sign at this
property was hit. It had been there for a nunber
of years, was taken down. And so we've applied --
hope to replace that sign. And fully understand
Novi's intention is to mgrate to nonunent signs.
And t he bank understands that as well, but we're
hopi ng for sonme consideration in this regard just
because it's a little bit of a unique circunstance
where they are in the corner there they put in
quite a bit of I|andscaping and have on both sides
sone nice shrubs and trees that they put in, and

it worked fine with the sign that they had
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previously. |If they go to a nonunent sign, it's
going to significantly inhibit that. One, cars
will be parked within two feet of it there. And
the difficulty that we have, the picture doesn't
really show this that well, | apol ogize for that,
but right where the existing base is for that sign
right now, imediately it slopes down to a storm
sewer at a very severe pitch. It would be
extrenely difficult to put in a nonunent style
sign where the foundati on woul d have to be mnuch
| onger and | arger than the existing one. And so
what they're hoping to do is just to be able to
reuse the existing foundation that's there, put
the same size sign up that they've had for a
nunber of years. And then also just | knowit's
| arger, not only taller, but |larger than you woul d
typically see, but would ask you to consider if
you drew a box around the word G tizens in the
logo, it's only 17 square feet of signage. So
that's all the text is in this.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Woul d you
li ke to add anyt hing, Paul?

MR. DETERS: No. That will do.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Sounds good.

Ckay. Fromthe city?
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MR. HALL: Thank you, M. Chairman.
Yes. He is seeking two variances tonight. One
is -- they're both for the pylon sign. One is for
the height. They're proposing a 15-foot high
sign, so they need a nine-foot variance for that
hei ght. The issue here is what he's already
described is that the existing sign is no |onger
there, therefore, there is no grandfather clause
at this point because the sign has been renoved.

Also with the sign he al so nentioned
that the size of the sign was |arger than a pylon
that we use for ordinance by 7.16. It seens
appropriate with what he's showi ng for design.
But again, that sign is not grandfathered in.
There may be sone -- other signs are going to cone
forward for ZBA later | think, but tonight we're
just tal king about the pylon sign.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you. |
appreciate it. Secretary for the correspondence?

MR. LONGO. Yes. There were 27 letters
mai |l ed out. No return, no objections, and no
approval s.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Looks like in
t he audi ence. Looks |ike none. Yeah, Paul. [

know this bank. | know you are a third-party
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person working on this contract for Ctizens Bank
| believe. |'ma bank custoner since 1997. W
house is near to Meadowbrook and Ten Mle, not too
far wal kabl e distance. Still, I'ma bank
custoner. Sone of the things, issues we have in
this nmonunent | have no objection, and it's open
to the board to speak on this case. Gkay. Menber
Longo.

MEMBER LONGO. Is this signlit? 1Is
their lighting on it?

MR. DETERS: Yes, there is. The only
part that will light up are the logo and the
Citizens lettering.

MR LONGO. Fromthe inside out.

MR. DETERS: Fromthe inside. Yes.

MEMBER LONGO. Thank you

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Okay. Dr.

Sanghvi .

MEMBER SANGHVI : Li nda al so.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: | did not see
that. [I'msorry.

M5. KRIEGER: | personally have a

concern regardi ng the height that the potenti al
for it being a hazard and falling over. There's a

| ot of pedestrian traffic there. That yes, be
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nice to have a nonunent sign there, but also you
just have the one sign on the building that |
would -- to have one on the east side or on the
north or west side, actually, I'd be nore inclined
to, and then have a matchi ng nonunent sign that
|"msure that the -- I'"'msorry that the bank's not
here they can di scuss because it would cause

anot her variance to change the area. But as a
line of sight as well for turning. So those are
ny concerns.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you,
Menber Linda. Dr. Sanghvi.

MEMBER SANGHVI:  Woul d you pl ease show
it on the map where this bank is | ocated because
peopl e are watching at honme. Okay. And just show
me which one is the Meadowbrook and which one is
Ten Ml e here.

MR. DETERS: This road here running
north and south is Meadowbr ook, and here's Ten
Ml e.

MEMBER SANGHVI: So you are on the
nor t hwest cor ner.

MR. DETERS: That is correct.

MEMBER SANGHVI: You have witten here

northeast. | just wanted to point it out.
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There's an error there. And |I've been living in
this area for alnost 50 years, and |'ve seen
unpteen tinmes, used to be Standard Federal Bank in
the ol d days, nanes changing and all that. And

ri ght here, show nme where is this sign going to go
on this map. Al nost at the corner where the
traffic light?

MR. DETERS: Sorry. Right here. Right
t here.

MEMBER SANGHVI : Because now kind of a
car wash on the other side of you, north of you.
And so the traffic pattern has changed. And |
guess you need a better identification than you
used to need in the old days. So | have no
difficulty, but I think you're a little too high.
| don't know whether you need it that high or not.
Sol will leave it to the board to deci de whet her
it is too high.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Yeah, Dr.
Sanghvi, | agree. And also at the corner on the
northeast, the traffic, the people watching and
al so make a left turn also howdifficult. | don't
know the traffic thing due to the height.

MR, HALL: It is beyond the traffic

vision triangles for the road, so it is back
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behind that so it won't be obstruction to the
traffic. The height of it it's narrow. So even
if it was, you could still see around it, but it's
nore the height than the fact that you would go

wi th the nonunent sign.

M5. KRREGER: If it fell over. Through
the Chair. If it fell over, would it fall on the
si dewal k?

MR HALL: It's 15 foot tall, soit's
going to have a reach.

M5. KRIEGER So if kids are running
around or sonet hi ng.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Okay. Dr.
Sanghvi, you were sayi ng sonet hi ng?

MEMBER SANGHVI: It is al nost as high
as the traffic sign there, the one they are
proposing. | just wondered whether they can live
with alittle I ess height than what they are
pr oposi ng.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Okay. | have
a question for the city. Do you need the study on
the traffic people on this case about the hei ght
of the nmonunent ?

MR. HALL: W could do that. You could

ask for a traffic analysis to see if it's going to
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be an issue. It's not grandfathered in so there's
no obligation for the city to say there's a

preexi sting condition, so you know that. So
they're just asking to go back to what it was, and
it's not there now So the ordinance woul d
dictate it has to be a nonunent sign. It wouldn't
be all owed per ordi nance. But we could | ook at
the traffic, they would | ook at that, see what the
vision triangle and the height and that kind of
stuff they could do that.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: At this
nmonment, what do you want nme to do with this case
on this? Do you want to proceed on this?

MR. HALL: | think the question at
| arge woul d be do we want a pylon sign of any
hei ght besi des the height of the nonunment sign
that our norns would allow? | guess that woul d be
the first question we should probably discuss
because | think the applicant -- can | speak for
you? | think he's trying to reuse sonething that
was already there at one tine and using that as
the basis of why the height of it is the way it is
because that's how high it was originally. If the
city has inklings not to do pylon signs, if that's

what they want, the ordinance is witten for that
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to go to nonunent signs. So that hei ght woul d be
prohibited in the current ordinance the way it
st ands.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: I n Novi city
|'ve never seen this 15-feet height nonunent in
any corner of the city.

M5. KRIEGER The only sign | renenber
is the one on Providence on the corner of Gand
Ri ver and Beck. Wen they asked for their
nmonunment sign it was nine feet | believe, and it
was nore proportional to the whole site. And this
case they're trying to replace the pole sign with
a simlar sign only elevated, and I'm not inclined
to support it.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  This is ny
concern too. | agree, Linda. | don't know why
you want the 15 feet height.

MR. DETERS: One is just, they're
trying to keep it within that narrow profile
because of the difficulty of having to excavate
t here where the grade pitches down significantly
to the stormsewer. The height enables themto
di splay their nane vertically. |If they go to a
nmonunent sign, it wll have to be horizontally,

and that would be nore of a challenge, in addition
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to the fact that it would put in all of that nice

| andscapi ng because it wasn't an issue before with
the way the configuration of the sign. Now, nost

of the shrubs that they planted are going to bl ock
the text on the sign.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  The text is
your issue, the bank's issue, not us. | don't
know because until | don't know until on ny side
until the traffic study proceeds and gives us the
direction to the ZBA so that | can't nove on this
case at present.

MR. HALL: Can | speak?

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: Pl ease.

MR HALL: Just as a conment, if we're
not going to want the nonunent sign, | hate to put
a burden on the applicant to prove a traffic study
for us to cane back and say that we don't want the
hei ght anyway. So | think maybe we shoul d di scuss
the height. |Is that an issue? |If it's not an
issue as a design, and it's just a matter of
hei ght and safety and where its |located, that's
anot her question. But | think maybe we shoul d
tal k about the height, see if that's appropriate
and if it's sonething he should spend noney

toward, if that makes sense.
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CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you
very much. | appreciate it. Yeah, there's a
concern about ny side is the height. |'msorry.
Ckay. Any ot her board nenber would |ike to speak?
Ckay. dift Montague?

MR. MONTAGUE: Do you know how hi gh the
previ ous pol e sign was?

MR DETERS: It was 15 feet tall.

MEMBER MONTAGUE: So you're proposing
sonet hing that was the sane height as that.

MR DETERS: And the reason | didn't
replace it right away is because | knew they were
re-imaging, so | didn't want to put a sign up, and
then a couple nonths |ater have to put a new sign
up when they changed their inmage. So that's why
it's been, probably was it six or seven nonths now
| believe since the sign's been down. And they've
just been waiting for the new | ogos to cone out.

MEMBER MONTAGUE: Is it possible for
you to entertain bringing it down so there's an
I mprovenent proposed on this versus what was
there? That would be a plus in terns of the way
we approve signage. You're doing sonething out of
an i nprovenent.

MR. DETERS: Certainly.
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MEMBER MONTAGUE: Could you | ook at
maki ng this a shorter sign?

MR. DETERS: | understand. And is
there sone direction that the board m ght be able
to provide that | could go back to the bank? Is
there sonething that would be wthin what you
woul d consi der acceptable for this type of
| ocation that | could nmake a reconmendation to
t henf

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYl NA:  Ckay. |
understood you are a third-party person who woul d
like to talk to the board. Gay. What you say
t he board? Linda?

M5. KRIEGER: The text of the Gtizens,
how nuch is that? Howtall is it? Sorry.

MR. DETERS: The total of that is just
over eight feet.

M5. KRIEGER  Eight feet?

MR. DETERS: Eight feet eight inches, I
bel i eve.

M5. KRIEGER: So you need eight feet.
And then grade to the road. So ten feet?

MR. DETERS: The letter S then in
Ctizens would be two feet above grade.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: Can you show
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t he nonunent ?

MR DETERS: Sure.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA: Pl ease go
ahead and show that letter so that Linda can
under stand what you're tal king. Go ahead, Linda.

M5. KRIEGER: So Citizens and then so
it's at grade so they can see the word Citi zens.
So the grade would be |like ten feet?

MR. DETERS: Yes.

M5. KRIEGER So yeah. If the signis
eight feet with the enblemand then Ctizens and
then two feet for grade to the road. So ten feet.

MR. McLEOD: Quick question fromny
side. As |I'mlooking at the second picture, what
is the purpose of the pylon sign? Because when
" m | ooking at that picture, | see your conpany's
nane twi ce very clearly through this particul ar
view So | don't know if that second sign, the
pylon sign is intended to be for hel ping custoners
find the bank. | don't know if this is intended
to be |like and on-road advertisenent. But based
on what | see fromthat picture, in my opinion, it
does work agai nst you of having the extra sign as
it doesn't seem necessary.

MR DETERS: Well, | think it's such a
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conpetitive business. Branding, like virtually
any business, that is on two very busy streets.
There's a value to that. And certainly the
sightlines for that are nuch farther away than the
wal | signs are, and do help to identify for
prospective custonmers to cone in to get in the
proper lanes to turn in. | understand where
you're comng from but the branding inplications
for banks and retailers and restaurants, those
signs have proven to be extrenely val uabl e and
effective for them

MEMBER MONTAGUE: | was just by there
t oday, and com ng south on Meadowbrook, it is a
visibility issue. They don't have a sign on that
side so it does help identify that you should get
over and turn right into. You've got that first
driveway and you kind of mss that before. So in
my view, it is necessary for getting people in
terms of traffic safety to get themin that |ane
to turn right to get into the bank because there

isn't one on the side.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: | agree,
Menber Montague. | agree. It's not a new bank.
It's been a bank nore than two decades, | believe.

Dr. Sanghvi .

]
SV NI NR SIS NVNISISY-N\\\[ei =l hansonreporting.com
|| B Il | courr RerorTERS & VioED 313.567.8100



© 00 N oo o A~ W N PP

N NN N NN P P P R R PR R P,k
o A W N P O © O N O O A W N B O

Meet i ng

10/ 08/ 2024 Page 28

MEMBER SANGHVI: | just don't want to
tell himthis job, but if this witten Ctizens in
a vertical manner is a |lot easier to read, then do
it sideways, the way the letters are put there.
You know, you got these letters in a horizontal
sign, it's sideways. But when it is sitting
upright like that, your letters are sideways. |If
you nmake it the other way and put CGI-T in a
vertical manner, people can read easier than
sideways. That's just nmy thought. You are a sign
maker. |'mnot going to tell you howto do your
j ob.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Paul , | have
a question. This bank is inplenenting all these
signs all of the branches, or this is the only
branch?

MR. DETERS: Al of them They're
re-imaging all their branches across the country.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: | don't know
what to say. Gkay. Any other board nenber would
like to speak on this case? Okay. Looks |ike
none. | would like to go for the --

M5. KRIEGER  So the bank didn't ask
about another wall sign versus this nonunent sign,

because people comng fromthe south, they'll see
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the sign, but as Dr. Sanghvi was saying, their
reading it is going to be an issue.

MR. DETERS: So we do have a wall sign
t hat has been approved. It is in the rendering
there on the side elevation, but it's just their
| ogo. So you can see, it's the green logo in the
bottom picture. Like all of these brands right
now, they're going nore towards |ogos being for
t hei r brandi ng.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Ckay. You
asked the question about you want to nmake it how
many feet you are seeking the board to reduce
that, am| right?

MR DETERS: Well, if the board woul d
approve ten feet, | can take that back to the bank
t hen.

MR. HALL: M. Chairman, can | offer an
opinion? He's also asking for a size variance
along with height. Do you think when you reduce
the height, wll the size be reduced?

MR. DETERS: It will be well under
the -- because what's cal culated right now is that
entire green field. So as we reduce the sign by
five feet in height, that will significantly

reduce the area as well.
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MR HALL: So it is possible if you
redesign the sign, you'll only need to have a
hei ght variance rather than a size variance.

MR. DETERS: That is correct.

MR. HALL: So we should consider that.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Okay. You
want to cone back and talk to your bank and reduce
sone kind of size and nake this nonunment, or you
want to proceed toni ght, and what decision do you
want ?

M5. SAARELA: You are permitted to just
grant a | esser variance. They don't have to
accept it. You can just grant a snaller variance.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Ckay.

MEMBER MONTAGUE: | guess the question
is, do you want us to vote on it tonight, or do
you want to go to the bank and cone back, because
if we approve a smaller --

MR. DETERS: What we would like to see,
if the board could say -- we certainly understand
your position. |If a nonolith type of sign
structure works a |l ot better for there because of
the practical difficulties of this a ten-foot tall
sign would work better for themthan a six-foot

monunent. So if that's sonething that the board
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woul d accept, |'mhappy to take it back to the
bank. |f that doesn't work for them then their
option would be a conform ng nonunent sign.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA: | have a
gquestion for the attorney. Wat is your advice on
this case? To reduce the ten feet?

M5. SAARELA: Well, you have two
options. You can table it and have hi m cone back,
or you can grant a |esser variance to whatever you
think it should be.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Ckay. |'11
table it tonight and you cone back next avail abl e.

M5. SAARELA: You have to say the date
on the record so that we don't have to re-notice
it.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Novenber
19th. Can you nmeke a notion, Menber dift
Mont ague, on this?

MEMBER MONTAGUE:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  The date is
Novenber 19t h?

M5. SAARELA: So you have to nake a
nmotion to table it to Novenber 19th.

MR. MONTAGUE: | nove that we table
case PZ24-0051 until Novenber 19th.
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MEMBER SANGHVI: | second it.
CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Okay. Thank
you. kay. Roll call?
FLETCHER: Menber McLeod?
McLECD:  Sure.
FLETCHER  Menber Krieger?
KRI EGER:  Yes.
FLETCHER  Menber Longo?

20 D D D P

LONGO:  Yes.
FLETCHER. Menber Mont ague?

MEMBER MONTAGUE:  Yes.

M5. FLETCHER  Menmber Sanghvi ?

MEMBER SANGHVI @ Yes.

M5. FLETCHER: Chair person Peddi boyi na?

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Yes, na'am

M5. FLETCHER: Thank you. NMotion
carri es.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you.
See you on Novenber 19 and you cone back w th your
deci si on, whatever you want your bank rmanager or
bank person and see you and explain to them and
conme back. Thank you. And good luck. And before
| went to other business -- you're done, sir.

MR. DETERS: Do | just need to submt

new pl ans then that woul d show what that woul d be?
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M5. FLETCHER: No. They're tabling it
SO you can go back and talk to the bank and see if
they're okay with that.

M5. KRIEGER: In other words, we're
denying it.

MR. HALL: Just bring that to the next

nmeet i ng.

MR. DETERS: The revised plan.

MEMBER KRl EGER:  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  Thank you
very much. |In other matters and before | adjourn,

| would like do one thing. W are very sorry for
Li nda' s nom

M5. KRIEGER. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYI NA:  And al so we
have good news. CQur fellow board nenber and Dr.
Mav Sanghvi, he's sitting for the 20 years in
Pl anni ng and Zoning City of Novi Boards. The city
has appreciated himin a certificate and pin. And
| would like to present it along with the board
nmenbers. And please stand up and | et us celebrate
on this. Please cone. Everybody can stand and
you can take a picture so that we have nenory for
him M chigan Association of Planning

Certificate, Mav Sanghvi, July 1st, 2024, 20-year
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nmenbership. W honor himfor his commtnent to
the Association of Comunity Planning in the State
of Mchigan. Dr. Sanghvi. |'mso proud of that.
" m presenting for you on this pin along with
that, and also the letter. Thank you, everybody.
Dr. Sanghvi would |ike to speak one word.

MEMBER SANGHVI: First of all, | want
to thank our Chairman for doing what he just did.
Thank you. And second thing | wanted to say
about, | consider nenbers of this group as ny
famly. And | felt that two of our board nenbers
| ost their nother, so |l'd |ike to express a
heartfelt condol ences on behalf of the entire team
here of the Zoning Board to Joe as well as Linda
and we share your grief and we wi sh you all the
best. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Thank you,

Dr. Sanghvi. Before | adjourn, any other things?
Okay. |'madjourning the nmeeting. Al in favor
say aye.

THE BOARD: Aye.
CHAI RPERSON PEDDI BOYlI NA:  Any nays.
Thank you. Good night. Drive safe.

(The was neeting was adjourned at 7:39 p.m)
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CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY

STATE OF M CH GAN )
) SS
COUNTY OF OAKLAND )

I, Melinda R Wwmack, Certified
Short hand Reporter, a Notary Public in and for the
above county and state, do hereby certify that the
above deposition was taken before ne at the tine
and pl ace herei nbefore set forth; that the w tness
was by ne first duly sworn to testify to the
truth, and nothing but the truth, that the
foregoi ng questions asked and answers nade by the
wi tness were duly recorded by ne stenographically
and reduced to conputer transcription; that this
is atrue, full and correct transcript of ny
st enographi ¢ notes so taken; and that | am not
related to, nor of counsel to either party nor

interested in the event of this cause.

//7’/13 garé f? [ j pricock

Mel i nda R Wnack, CSR-3611

Notary Public, Gakland County, M chigan

My Comm ssion expires: 06-22-2025
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