
TO:  MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 

FROM:   LINDSAY BELL, AICP, SENIOR PLANNER 

SUBJECT:      JSP22-09 SAKURA NOVI: EXTENSION FOR ARTWORK 

DATE:           JULY 21, 2023 

 
    

 
The Sakura Novi project has been in the approval process for quite some time. The PRO 
Agreement between the City and Developer was finalized in August, 2021. The Preliminary 
Site Plan was recommended for approval by the Planning Commission on July 13, 2022, and 
City Council approved it on August 8, 2022. Staff anticipates the Final Site Plan approval 
could be issued soon, depending on final details being addressed. 
 
Throughout the process, conditions included in the PRO Agreement have been verified. The 
PRO Agreement states “Developer shall include high-quality (e.g., in conjunction with the 
Stamps School of Art and Design) Japanese-themed artwork as part of the design of 
Building C, to be approved by the City at the time of site plan approval for Phase 1.” The 
elevations indicate a window area on the south-facing façade of Building C, which faces 
Grand River, as the location for an ”Illuminated Spandrel Glass Art Mural Panel.” The 
maximum size of the art display would be 269 square feet. 
 
The applicant has connected with Stamps School of Art and Design to source artwork for 
Building C. As stated in the attached letter from Professor Carlos F. Jackson, Dean of the 
Penny W. Stamps School of Art and Design at the University of Michigan, he is supportive of 
the collaboration. It appears all good intent to provide the artwork is established, but the 
artist has not been selected at this time, and no artwork has been provided for review and 
approval. As such, and to not delay the start of construction of this long-awaited project, 
we request the Planning Commission approve a deferral of the review of the artwork before 
the first Temporary Certificate of Occupancy will be issued, and not later than 12 months 
from the date of Final Stamping Set approval. When submitted, the artwork will be brought 
back to the Planning Commission for review and approval.  
 
Planning Commission Motion: 
Approval of the extension of the time allowed for the submittal of the artwork, based on the 
following conditions: 

1. The applicant shall provide a model, drawings and/or high-quality rendering of the 
proposed artwork before the first Temporary Certificate of Occupancy will be issued 
for Sakura Novi, and not later than 12 months from the date of Final Stamping Set 
approval. 

2. The artwork will be placed on a Planning Commission agenda for review and 
approval. 
 

MEMORANDUM 
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LETTER FROM DEAN  
OF 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN,  
STAMPS SCHOOL OF ART AND DESIGN 



 June 30, 2023 

 Ms. Lindsay Bell 
 City of Novi Community Development 
 45175 Ten Mile Rd. 
 Novi, MI 48375 

 Dear Ms. Bell, 

 The Penny W. Stamps School of Art and Design is an internationally recognized leader 
 in interdisciplinary art and design education, grounded in research, practice, creative 
 excellence and community engagement. 

 I am pleased to share my support of Professor Jim Cogswell’s role on behalf of the 
 Stamps School on Sakura Novi’s planning team to source artistic output for a building 
 in their development project. As a Thurnau Professor, Jim is one of the University of 
 Michigan’s most distinguished professors, recognized for outstanding contributions 
 to undergraduate education, in addition to his international reputation as a vanguard 
 visual artist and painter. 

 We are proud to participate in this generative connection and are hopeful that the 
 Stamps School can become a more meaningful community partner across the broader 
 southeast Michigan region. I look forward to what can come of the collaboration. 

 Sincerely, 

 Carlos F. Jackson 
 Professor and Dean 
 Penny W. Stamps School of Art and Design 




